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“Some Notes on Economy of Derivation and Representation”
Prof. Noam Avram Chomsky

In recent work in the principles-and-parameters framework, certain concepts have
developed that have a unifying character: cccommand and government, for example. There
are also related principles, such as ECP, which appear to have quite ramified consequences.
We can also perceive the outlines of certain more general principles, which we might think of
as “guidelines,” in the sense that they are as yet too imprecise to merit the term “principles.”

Some of these guidelines have a kind of “least effort” flavor: for example, the notion of “Full
Interpretation” or the “last resort” theory of movement. These have the effect of eliminating
superfluous symbols in representations and superfluous steps in derivations. Given a closer
analysis, these ideas yield specific empirical consequences. I will explore these in several
areas, including the parametric difference in verbal structures of French-type and
English-type languages studied by Joseph Emonds and Jean-Yves Pollock and the
constraints on permissible elements at the LF level, suggesting that minimization of
derivations and representations (in a specific technical sense) can explain some of the
properties of verbal systems and expletives, provide a principled basis for a conception of
ECP of the Lasnik-Saito variety, reduce the head movement constraint (where valid) to ECP,
and provide a slightly revised account of a Case-parameter studied by Hilda Koopman.

These investigations suggest a more precise formulation of the general “least effort”
guidelines, raising them to the level of potential principles of UG. As such, they have some
curious properties, contributing to the “elegance” of the system but also raising problems of
computational intractability. Some considerations relevant to these matters will be briefly
explored.



