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“On the Khﬂékénda of the Satapathabréhmana”

Prof. Paul Thieme

purnam adah pirnam idam
pilrnat pirnam tdacyate
pilrndsya purnam adaya
pirnam evasisyate

=SB(M) 14.8.1, SB(K) 16.7.1, BAU(K) 5.1.1

This verse opens the two last adhyaya- ("lesson") of the last, the 14th kanda of the SB (M),
and the 16th kanda of the SB (K). In other words, it opens the finish of the SB, which is
considered to be the last part of the so-called Brhad-}Aranyaka-Upani_sad, which starts in SB
(M) with kanda 14, adhyaya 4, brahmana 1, and in SB (K) with 16.3.1.

The great advaita-Vedanta philosopher San'kara (around 800 AD) has written a
commentary on the BAU in the Kanva recension. For him the BAU consists of 3 parts, each
one comprising two adhyayas: the Madhukanda, the Yajnavalkyakanda and, thirdly, the
Khilakanda,i.e. the "supplementary part". This third part is the one starting with our verse.
The colophones of the Madhyandina recension of the SB (ed.A.Weber) also consider the
corresponding part as forming the end of Upanisad.

Following San'kara I shall call henceforth the two last adhyayas of the SB, introduced by
our verse, the “Khilakanda". )

As to the question whether this Khilakanda would belong —by origin —to the BAU, as is
asserted by San kara and presupposed by the colophones of the Madhyandina recension also,
—as to this question I believe to have good reasons to disagree with San'kara and those
colophones. In this paper it is intended to prove the following three theses:

(1) The Khilakanda is not a supplement to the BAU, but to the whole white Yajurveda.

(2) Instructions concerning behaviour or practices in daily life in the Khilakanda are
addressed to a brahmacarin who has finished his studies and is about to enter the life of a
householder.

(3) The introductory verse of the Khilakanda is not, as San kara thinks, a philosophic
statement on the two forms of brahman- (n.) —but a statement of the teacher to his
departing pupil on the character of instruction and the nature of knowledge.

Abbrev: BAU= Brhad-Aranyaka-Upanisad
(K)=Kanva(-recension)
(M)=Madhyandina(-recension)
SB= Satapathabréhmana



