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1989 KYOTO PRIZE WORKSHOP-ADVANCDED TECHNOLOGY
“Telecommunication Technology Innovation and its Influence on Society” Abstract of Commemorative Lecture

“Overview of Telecommunication Switching Technological

Advances — Past, Present, And Future”
Mr. Amos Edward Joel, Jr.

Switching, a major element of telecommunications since its beginning, has had a rich,
exciting, and productive history. Many successes have been attained. Today we are enjoying
the fruits of these accomplishments.

Until recently, switching has procreated its own unique technological advances. The rush to
integrate networks employing digital transmission and to introduce new services has
obscured the need for new switching technologies.

Such new switching technologies will surely be needed. To meet expected future service
demands we must resume the search for and introduce new technologies. We have to
reevaluate the basics and extend the principles. Looking ahead, the writer envisions a
return of the creative spirit to switching.



